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Chief of Defence Staff (Repeal)
Act, No. 22 of 2026

[ Certified on 22nd of September, 2026]
L.D.-O 11/2025

AN Act TO REPEAL THE CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF AcT, No. 35
OoF 2009 AND TO PROVIDE FOR MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH
OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.

BE it enacted by the Parliament of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka as follows:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Chief of Defence Staff
(Repeal) Act, No. 22 of 2026.

2. The Chief of Defence Staff Act, No. 35 of 2009 is
hereby repealed.

3. (1) Every person holding office on the day immediately
preceding the date of commencement of this Act as-

(a) the Chief of Defence Staff; and

(b) amember of the Committee of the Chief
of Defence Staff,

shall cease to hold such office, with effect from the date of
commencement of this Act.

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of the Chief of Defence
Staff Act, No. 35 of 2009 (hereinafter referred to as the
“repealed Act”)-

(a) every officer or employee serving in the Office of
the Chief of Defence Staff on the day immediately
preceding the date of commencement of this Act
and -
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(i) who are members of the armed forces,
shall, with effect from the date of
commencement of this Act, be assigned
to their service in the respective armed
forces;

(il)) who are members of the police force,
shall, with effect from the date of
commencement of this Act, be assigned to
their service in the Sri Lanka Police;

(iii) who are members of the civil security
force, shall, with effect from the date of
commencement of this Act, be assigned
to their service in the Department of Civil
Security; and

(iv) who are civilian personnel deployed from
among persons in the public service shall,
with effect from the date of commencement
of this Act, be assigned to their respective
positions in the public service;

(b) all property, movable and immovable, documents

(©)

and records and all assets and liabilities of the
Office of the Chief of Defence Staff established
under the repealed Act and existing on the day
immediately preceding the date of commencement
of this Act shall, with effect from the date of
commencement of this Act, stand transferred to
the Ministry of the Minister assigned the subject
of Defence;

all suits, actions or legal proceedings instituted
under the repealed Act and pending on
the day immediately preceding the date of
commencement of this Act shall, with effect from
the date of commencement of this Act, be heard
and concluded as if there had been no such repeal,;
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(d) all contracts and agreements entered into by the
Office of the Chief of Defence staff and subsisting
on the day immediately preceding the date of
commencement of this Act shall, with effect from
the date of commencement of this Act, be deemed
to be contracts and agreements entered into by the
Ministry of the Minister assigned the subject of
Defence; and

(e) every regulation or rule made under the repealed
Actand in force on the day immediately preceding
the date of commencement of this Act shall, with
effect from the date of commencement of this
Act, be deemed to be rescinded.

4. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires- Interpretation

“armed forces” means the Army, Navy and Air Force
raised and maintained under the Army Act
(Chapter 357), Navy Act (Chapter 358) and the
Air Force Act (Chapter 359), respectively.

5. In the event of any inconsistency between the Sinhala  Sinhala text to

and Tamil texts of this Act, the Sinhala text shall prevail. prevail in case
of inconsistency
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