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Natural Resources, Energy and Science Authority of
Sti Lanka Act, No. 78 of 1981
[Certified on 31st December, 1981]

L. D.—0O. 39/80. _

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATURAL
RESOURCES, ENERGY AND SCIENCE AUTHORITY OF SRI LANKA ;
TO SPECIFY THE POWERS, FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES OF THAT
AUTHORITY ; TO REPEAL THE NATIONAL ScIENCE COUNCIL OF

- Srr Laxga Law, No. 36 or 1975; AND TO PROVIDE FOR
MATTERS CONNECTED WITH OR INCIDENTAL TO THE MATTERS
AFORESAID, -

BE it enacted by the Parliament of the Democratic Soeialist
Republic of Sri Lanka as follows :— . -

1. This Act may be cited as the Natural Resources, Energy
and Science Authority of Sri Lanka Act, No. 78 of 1981,
and shall come into operation on such date as. the M1n1ster
may appoint by Order published in the Gazette (in this Act
referred to as the “ appointed date ).

PART 1

ESTARLISHMENT OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES ENERGY AND
ScIENCE AUTHORITY OF SRI LANEKA,

2. There shall be established an Authority which shall
be called the Natural Resources, Energy and Science
Authority’ of Sri Lanka (heremafter referred to as the
“ Authorily ”} and which shall consist of the persons who
are for the time being members of the Authority under
subsection (1) of section 4.

3. The Authority shall, by the name assigned to it by
section 2, be a body corporate and shall have perpetual
succession and a common seal and may sue and be sued in
such name,

4. (1) The Authority shall consist of not more than
eleven members to be appointed by the Minister from
among persons who appear to him to have had experience
of, or to have shown capacity in, matters connected with
natural resources, energy and power, and science and
technology.

(2) The Minister shall appoint one of the members of
the Authority to be the Director-General of the Authority.

(3) Every member of the Authonty shall, unless he
earlier vacates office by death, resignation of removal, hold
office for a period of three. years from the date of his
appointment, and shall, unless he has been removed irom
office be eligible for reappointment.
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(4} The Mi'niste;rﬁ meiy, if he considers it expedient so
to do, remove, by Order published in the Gazette, any mem-
‘ber of the Authorlty without™ ass1gn1ng any reason
therefor.

(5) A member of the-Authority in respect of whom an
Order under subsection. (4) is made by the Minister shall
vacate his office on the date of publication of such Order
in the Gazette.

(8} The removal of any member of the Authority under
subzection (4) shall not be called in question in any court.

(7) A member of the Authority may, at any time, resign
his office by letter addressed to the Minister, and such
resxgnatlon shall not take effect until the Minister intimates
in writing to such member that such resignation has been
accepted.

(8) If a member of the Authority dies or resigns, or
is removed from _office, the Minister may having due re-
gard to the provisions of subsection (1) appoint any other
person to be a member in place of the member who dies,
resigns or is removed  from wofiice.

(9) A member appomted under subsection (8) shall,
unless he carlier resigns or vacates office by death or
removzl, hold office for the unexplred period of the term
of office of the member whom he succeeds.

(10) Where a member of the Authority is, by reason “of
illness, inﬁrmity or absehce from Sri Lanka for a penod
of not less than three months, témporarily unable to perform
the duties of his office, it shall be the duty of such member
to inform the Minister in writing of such inability. The
'Minister may, having due regard to the provisions of
subsection (1), appoint another person to act in his place.

. % ‘A person shall be disqualified from being appointed
or from continuing as a member of the Authority—

(o) if he is; or becomes, a Metnber of Parliament, ora
" tnember of any local authonty or

(b) if he is not or ceases to be, a citizen of Sri Lanka ; or

- (¢) if he is under any law in force in Sri Lanka or in
any other country found or declared to be of
unsound mind ; or i
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(&) if he is serving or has sexved a sentence of impri-
sonment imposed by any court in Sri Lanka or any
_ other country.

6. (1) The seal of the Authority may be determined and
devised by the Authority, and may be altered in such
manner 8s may be determined by the Authority.

(2) The seal of the Authority shall be in the custody of
such person as the Authority may decide from time to
time: : s :

(3) The seal of the Authority shall not be affixed to any
instrument or document except. with the sanction of the
Authority and in the presence of two members of the
Authority who shsll sign the instrument or document in
token of their presence,

(4) The Authority shall maintain a registér of the instru-
ments or documents to which the seal of the Authority is
affixed.

7. The members cf the Authority may be paid such
remuneration out of the Fund of the Authority as the
Minister may, in consultation with the Minister in charge
of the subject of Finance, deterr'ni;}t'a". o

8. (1) Subject to the p;rqvisions of this Act, the
Authority may regulate the procedure in regard to the
meetings of the Authority and the transdction of business
at such meetings,

(2) The Director-General of the Authority shall preside
at every meeting of the Authority at which he is present,
In the absence of the Director-General from any meeting of
the Authority, any member ‘elected by the members pre-
sent shall preside at such meeting. '

- (3) The pérsun pﬁesidinQ ai.:. any.r meeting of the
Authority shall, in addition to his own vote, have a casting
vote. . - .

(4) The quorum for any meeting of the Authority shall
be six members, ‘

(3 No act or proceeding 6f the Authority shall be
invalid by reason onl¥ of the ‘extstence of any vacancy

among the members or: any defect ih the appointment of
any ‘member. Co et
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" PART II

DUTIES, FUNCTIONS AND POWERS OF THE AUTHORITY
9. The duties and functions of the Authority shall be~

{a) to advise the Minister regarding—

(i) measures for the promotion and development
of national self-reliance in the application of
science and technology for the benefit of the
people of Sri Lanka; o

(ii) policy and measures for the management and
development of the natural resources of Sri
Lanka in a manner consonant with the
national interest ; ‘

(iii) policy with regard to all aspects of the energy
requirements of Sri Lanka as well as plans
and programmes for the overall development
of the energy resources of Sri Lanka and
measures for the optimal use and conserva-
tion of energy ; -

~ (iv) the formulation and implementation of a

_science policy and the review thereof ;

(v) the formulation and implementation of &
technology policy and the review thereof ;

(vi) the governance, management and direction
of plans and programmes periaining to the
exploitation and development of natural
resources and energy and the application and

" utilization of science and technology for the

. development of Sri Lanka through the res-
pective and relevant Government depart-
ments, State. institutions, local authorities,
public corporations and any other body of per-
sons, being -a body ,which does not receive
financial assistance from the State, and which
is registered or incorporated, as the case may
be, under any law in force in Sri Lanka;
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(vii) the allocation of funds for the development of
natural resources, energy resources and for
scientific and technological research; and

(vm) any other matter that may be referred to the
Authonty by the Minister ;

(b) to collect and disseminate - mformatmn pubhsh
reports, periodicals and papers relating to natural
resources. and their systematic iand co-ordinated
exploitation and developmment, the exploitation and
use of energy résources- and the conservation of
energy and any aspect relating to scientific and
technical matters and to provide information and
education to the public regarding such matters ;

(c) to establish and maintain liaison with individuals,
associations or institutions in Sri Lanka and in other
countries regarding matters relating to the deve-
lopment of natural resources and conservation and

~ development of energy and concerning science and
~ technology ;

{d) to study and report on-—

(i) the effective utilization of the available scientific
- and technological personnel in Sri Lanka';
(if) the future scientific and technological man-
power requirements for 1mp1ementatmn of
the smence policy of Sri Lanka; and
(iii) the steéps to “bes taken to provide adequate
training facilities to meet future scientific
and technological manpower requiremenis;
(e) to take cognizance of and rébbrt on subjects of
national importance concerning scientifie, tech-

nological, educational, sociological and economic
matters in Sri Lanka

(f} to initiate, sponsor and Support seientific and techno-
logical research with the following objectives: —
{i) the development of the resources of Sri Lanka ;

(ii) the promotion of the welfare of the people of
Sri Lanka ; and

- (ili) the advancement of science and technology
in general in Sri Lanka; and
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' (g) to do such other things as may be necessary for the
" developmént of scierice and ‘technology in Sri

Kowers of the 10. The Authority ':!-*.hall. have such powers, rights and
uthority. authorities as may be necessdary or expeduant to carry out
lts dutjes and in particular it. may—-—

: (q)_\;nltlate, .promote, _oonduct and co-ordinate research
ssurveys and investigations. regerding -any aspect
of the protection and :detelopment of the natural

- resources of Sri Lanka ; :

(b) initiate, promote, conduct and co-ordinate research

. surveys and investigations regarding any aspect of

the exploration,” use and development of energy
resources ;

(c) erect equp and rnaintam buildmgs and laboratones

" for reséarch facilities or institute any research

programme either mdependently or in assoclation
with any other person ;

(d) institute and award research fellowshlps student-
ships, scholarships, prizes and medals for work
-connected with exploration, use and development
of natural resources and energy resources, and work
connected with smence and technology ; and estab-
lish and manage a research fund or funds for pro-
‘motion of research in these fields;

(e) make grants to any scientist or technologist or a
team of such persons or any research institute or
any university or any recognized scientifle body to
commence or continue a specific research project or
projects ;

5] establish and maintain ‘a scientific and . technical
documentatjon centre ;

(g) take and hold any property, movable or immovable,
which may become vested in it by virtue of any
purchase, grant, gift, testamentary disposition or
otherwise, and subject to the rules of the Authority,
sell, mortgage, lease, grant, convey, devise, assign,
exchange or otherwise dispeose of the same :
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-(h) to appoirt such employees. of agents as may ‘be
necesssary for carrying out the functions of .the
Authority and to determine such remuneration as
.may have to be paid.to such employees and agents ;

(i) make rules in respect of the admimstratxon of the
‘ affairs of the Authority’;

(j) invest the moneys of the Authority in such manner as
may from time to time be determmed’ by the
Authority ;

(k) with the approval of the Minister, establish. working
committees to assist the Authority in any aspect
of its work, define the scope of work and authority

. ‘of such eommittees, and appoint persons to such
committees with the approval of the Minister ; and

(1) do all such other acts and things as are incidental to
or consequential upon or connected with the exer-
cise, performance ‘and discharge of the powers
duties and fuhctions of the Authority.- "

11. In the exercise, performance and discharge of the

powers, functions and duties of the Authority, the Minister

may, as he deems necessary, issue any- written, general .or
special directions -to. the Authority, whether in consulta-

tion with the Authority. or otherwise, and the Authority

shall comply with such directions..

PART H1
'STAFF OF THE AUTHORITY

12. (1) The Director-General of the Authority shall be
the chief executive officer of the Authority.

(2) The Director-General shall, subject to the general
direction and control of the Authority, be charged with the
direction of the business of the Authority, the organization
and execution of the ‘powers, functions and duties of the
Authority and the administration and control of the
employees of the Authority.

(3} If any vacancy occurs in the office of Director-
General or if the Director-General by. reason of leave,
illness or other cause, is unable temporarily to perform the
duties of his office, the Authority shall, as soon as possible,
and subject to the approval of he Minister, appoint another
person to act in the office of Director-General.
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13.. (1) The Authority may subject to the other provi-
siong of thm Act—

(a) appoint, dismiss and exercise disciplinary control
.over such as staff may be deemed necessary by the
Authority to carry out the functions of the
Authority ;

(b) fix ‘ehe ‘wages or salary or other remuneratlon of such
staff ; .

(¢} determine the terms and conditions of the service of
such staff ; and

(d) establish and regulate provident funds or schemes
for the benefit of such staff and make contributions
to any such fund or scheme.

(2) _Ii{ule_s: may be made by the Authority in respect of
all or aﬁy of the matters referred to in subsection (1).

(3) At the request of the Authority any officer in the

- public service may, with the consent of that officer ang the

Secretary to the Ministry of the Minister ‘in charge of the
subjeet of Public Administration, be temporarily appointed
to the staff eof the Authority for such period as may be
determined by the Authority with like consent or with like
consent be permanently appointed to such staff.

(4) Where any officer in the public service is temporarily
appointed to the staff of the Authority, the provisions of
subsection (2) of section 13 of the Transport Board Law,
No. 19-of 1978, shall, mutatis mutandzs, apply to and in

" relation to him.-

(5) Where any officer in the public service is perma-
nently appointed to the staff of the Authority, the provisions
of subsection (3) of section 13 of the Transport Board Law,
No. 19 of 1978, shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to and in
relation 1o him.

(6) Where the Authority employs any person who has
entered into a contract with the Government by which he
has agreed to serve the Government for a specified period,
any period of serv1ce with the Authority by that person
shall be regard_ed as. service to. the Government for the
purpose of d_ischaﬁging the obligations of such contract.
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£7) At the request of the Authority any member of the
Local Government Service of any other officer or servant
of any local authority may, with the consent of such

member, officer or servant and the Local_ Government
Service Advisory Board or that local authority, as the case

may be, be temporarily appointed to the staff of the Autho-
rity for such period as may be determined by the Authority
with like consent or with like consent be permanently
appointed to such staff on such terms and conditions includ-:
ing those relating to pension or provident fund rights as
meay be agreed upon by the  Authority and the Local
Government Service Advisory Board or that local authority,
as the case may be.

(8) Where any person is temporarily appointed to the
staff of the Authority in pursuance of the provisions of
subsection (7), such person shall be subject to the same
disciplinary control as any other member of such staff.

PART 1V .
FINANCE

14. (1) The Authority shall have its own Fund.
(2) There shall be paid to the Fund of the Authority—

(a) all such sums of money as may be voted from time
to time by Parliament for the use of the ‘Atthority ;

(b) all such sums of money as may be received by the
Authority in the exercise, performance and
dicharge of its powers, duties and funetions ;

(c) all such sums of money as may be received by the
Authority by way of loans, donations, gifts or
grants from any source whatsoever ; and

(d) all sums accrliing to the credit of the ;&uthority.

(3) The Authority may utilize the funds of the Authority
for the purpose of. defraying any expenditure incurred in
the management of the affairs of the Authority, the trans-
action of business of the Authority, the payment of remune-
ration to the members of the Authority and the employees
of the Authority, the exercise of the Powers and the
performance of the duties and functions of the Authority
under this Act and other written law, and for such other

purposes as the Authority may authorize from time %o
time.
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15. - The Authority may, With the consent of the Minister
or in-dccordsnte with the terms of any genéral authority
given by him, borrow temporarily, by way of overdraft or
otherwise, such sums as the Authority may require ' for
meeting the obligations of the Authority in discharging
its duties under this Act: C S

Provided that the aggregate of the amounts outstanding
in' respect of any temperary loans raised by the Authority
under this section shall-not at any time exceed such ‘sumr
as may be determined by ‘the Minister in consultation with
the Minister in charge of the subject 6f Finance. -~~~

16. (1) The financial year of the Authority shall be the
calendar year. . ' '

T

(2) The Authority shall cause propef books of accounts
to be kept of the income &nd ekpenditure, assets and labi-
lities and all other transactions of the Authority.

(3) The provisions of Article:154 of the Constitution relat-
ing to the audit of the accounts of public corporations shalt
apply to the audit of the accounts of the Authority.

PART V
GENERAL

17. (1) The Authority may by order delegate any of its
powers, duties and functions under this Act to any Govern-~
ment departiient, public corporaton or local authority, or

fo any Workinig Committée established by the Authority.
(2) An order made under subsection (1) may be revoked
or varied at any time by the Authority. ‘

(3) An order under subsection (1) shall not be made by
the Authority—- g ~

(a) ‘in respeet of any Government department, except
" with -the concurrence of the Minister ifi ‘charge of
such Government department; :

(b) in fespect of any puhlic cdrporation, except with the
_concurrence of the Minister in charge of such public
corporation ; and

(¢) in respect of any local authority, except with the con-
currence of the Minister in charge of the subject of
Local Government.
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18, All members, ‘officers and servants of the Authonty
sha}.l be deemed to be public servants Wlthm the meaning
of and for the purposes of, the Penal __:Q.c.)_de.

19. The Authority shall be deemed to be a scheduled
institution within. the meaning of the Bribery Act and the
provisions of that Act shall be construed accordingly:

te3-

20, (1) No suit or prosecutxon shall he—-—

(a) against the Authority for any - act which in good
faith is done or purported to be done by the Autho-
rity under thxs Act;

(b} against any me‘mber, ofﬂéér, servant. er égent of the
Authority for any act which in good faith is done or
' purported to be done by him under this Act, or on

‘the direction of the Authority. |

(Z) Any expense incurred by the Authorif:y in any suit

or prosecution brought by or against the Authority before -

any court shall be paid out of the Fund of the Authority and
any costs paid te, or recovered by the Authority in any
such suit or prosecution shall be ertdited to the Fund of
the Authority.

{3) Any. EXpenses incurred by any such person as is
referred to in paragraph (b) of subsection (1) in any suit
or prosecution brought against him before any court in
respect of any act which is done or is purported to be done
by him under this Act or on the dlrectlon of the Authority

shall, if the court holds that such act was done in good

faith, be paid out of the Fund of the Authonty, unless such _\

expense is recovered by him in such suit or prosecution,

21, No writ against person or property shall be issued
against any member of the Authonty in any actlon brought
against the Authority.
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22, (1) The Authority may make rules in respect of all

or any of the matters for which rules are authorized or
required by this Act to be made. ;

(2) No rule made by the Authority under this Act shall
have effect until it has been approved by the Minister.

23, (1) Where any immovable property is required to be
acquired for the purpose of the business of the Authotity
and the Minister, by -Order published in the Gazetie,
approves of the proposed acquisition, that property shall be
deemed to be required for a public purpose and may
accordingly be acquired under the Land Acquisition Act
and be transferred to the Authority. T

(2) Any sum payable for the acquisition of any
jmmovable property under the Land Acquisition Act for
the Authority shall be paid by the Authority.

24, (1) Where any jmmovable property of the State is
required for the purpose of any business of the Authority,
such purpose shall be deemed to be a purpose for which
a special grant or lease of such property may be made
under section 6 of the Crown Lands Ordinance, and
accordingly the provisions of that Ordinance shall apply
to a special grant or lease of such property to the Authority.

(2) Where any movable property of the State is required
for the purpose of the Authority, the Minister may, by
Order published in the Gazette, transfer to and vest in
the Authority the possession and use of such movable

property.

925. (1) For the purpose of enabling the Authority to
* exercise, perform and discharge any of its powers duties
and functions under sections 9 and 10 of this Act, the
Authority or any person authorized in that behalf by the
Authority may by notice in writing require any person
to furnish to the Authority or to the person so auvhorized,
within such period as shall be specified in the notice, all
such returns or information as shall be specified in such
notice. '

(2) It shall be the duty of any person who is required
to furnish any return or information by a notice under
subsection " (1)} to comply with such requirement ‘within
the time specified in such notice, except where such person
is precluded from making such return or divulging such
information under the provisions of any law.
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26, Any officer or servant of the Authority ‘who is
generally or specially authorized in that behalf by the
Authority may, after giving at least fourteen days’ notice in
writing to the owner or occupier of any land or premises,
enter upon such land or premises and there do such acts
as may be reasonably necessary for the purpose of carrying
out any work of the Authority, or of making any investi-
gation or examination, preliminary or incidental to the

exercise of any power, or the discharge of any funetion, of

the Authority.

27. (1) Every person who—

(¢) knowingly makes any false or incorrect statement in
any return or other documnent made or furnished
under or for the purposes of this Act; or

(b) fails or refuses to furnish any information or return
required under this Act to be furnished by him ; or

(c) resists or obstructs any person in the exercise, dis-
charge or performance of any power, function or
duty conferred or imposed upon that person by or
under this Act;

(d) being a member or officer or servant of the Authority,

discloses any information obtained by him in, or
in connection with, the exercise of his powers or

the performance of his duties under this Act, to any
person other than a person to whom such informa-

tion is necessary for the purpose of the exercise of
any power or the performance of any duty under

this Act; or

(e) contravenes or fails to comply with ahy"provision
of this Act or rule made under this Act,

shall be guilty of an offence under this Act.

~. (2) Every person who commits an offence under this Act
shall, on conviction after trial before a Magistrate, be liable
to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees.

98, The Authority shall be exempt from the payment
of any customs or éxcise duty on any  goods imported or
purchaséd out of bond by the Authority, if the Minister in
consultation with the Minister in charge of the subject of
Finance approves of such exemption. -
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29. The provisions of this Act shall have effect
notmﬂlstending -enything coutained in any_ other law, and
accordivigly “in’ the 'ev"ent of any eonfliot or mco!'mﬁenéy
between the prov1sxons of this Act’ and such other Iaw the
provisions of this Act shall prevaﬂ o

Tode PARTVI L
L REPEAL AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

30, The National Science Council of Sri Lanka Law,
No. 36 of 1975, is hereby repealed.

- 31, On the appomted date— -~ .

(a) all oﬁ‘icers and servants in the service of the Council
0 ghallide déemed ito’be officers: arid servants in the
© sébéice of the Authority, ahd shall hold their
offices with as nearly as may be the same status
and ‘on the térnis, intluding terms relatmg to
.salary or wages, the termlnatmn of employment
allowances, or other benefits as they had or en]oyed

in the service of the Council ;'

(b) all- dec1s1ons made by the Counctl' sHalt be deemed to
' ‘be decxslons made by, thﬁe Auﬂw}'ltglr

G all- debts, o’dii*g:ifioné‘ ai* ‘Habilities incurred and all
S coﬁtracfs,ﬁ “Hedds, Bonds!' " agfesments and other
o instt‘uments executed ‘or, énterdd “into and all
- matters and thmgs engaged to be done by, with or
for the Council, shall be deemed to have been
incurred, executed, entered into or engaged to be

done by, with or for the Authonty ;

(d) all suits, prosecutions, appeals or,other legal pro-
ceedings, civil and criminal, instituted or which
‘smight have been instituted, by e -agaifist:. the

"« {Comuncil, subject.to the provisions iof this Act and
of any other written law shal.de continued or
instituted by or agalnst the Authonty :

(e) all decrees or: orders rnagle by a qompetent court in
.{nrour of, or against, the Council, shall, be deemed
. to _have been. made in; gavou.r O‘f,-tm against, the
Authonty, Ty e
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{f) all property, movable or immovable, which has been
vested in, or legally purchased or acquired by, or
leased to, or placed at the disposal of, or in any
other manner transferred to the Council or is in its
possession or control shall be held by or In trust,
for the Authority, subject to the trusts, charges,
liabilities, reservations, servitudes or other encum-
brances and on the terms and conditions pertaining,
attaching or applicable thereto;

{g) 2ll rules made by the Council shall be deemed to be
rules made by the Authority;

{h) the Fund of the Council established under section 22
of the National Science Council of Sri Lanka Law,
No. 36 of 1975, shall be deemed to be the Fund of
the Authority,

:32. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

 Council” means the Council established under the
National Science Council of Sri Lanka Law, No. 36
of 1975 ;

“local authority” means any Municipal Council, Urban
Council, Town Council or Village Council and
includes any Authority created and established by
or under any law to exercise, perform and dis-
charge powers, duties and functions corresponding
to or similar to the powers, duties and functions
exercised, performed and discharged by any such
Council ; and

“ public corporation” means any corporation, board or
other body which was or is established by or under
any written law other than the Companies
Ordinance, with funds or capital wholly or partly
provided by the Government by way of grant, loan
or otherwise.

Interpre-
tation,
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