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Gerisus. (Amendment) Act, No, I6 of 1981

{Certxﬁed on 12th March 1981]

T o

Lo sy e
AN AcT TO AMEND THE Cmrsvs Onnmmcz. :

BE 1; enar.ted by the Parhament of the Democratlc Sociahst
Repubhc of 8ri Lanka as follows:— .. -

-t 'THis Act may be cxted as the Census (Amemdment)
Act Na 16 of 1981, :

+-'2 Sections 2 and 3 of the Census Ordmance (her:

-réfetred to as the principal enactment”) are herehy
“fépealed-and the following sections substitated therefor:——

‘ Minister
to direct

“taking of

Appointment
of -Super-

-intendent of
Census,

2. It shall be lawful for the Mmister ﬁ'om
time. to iime by Order published in the
Gazette, to direct that a census be taken of

* the population, housing, agriculture, live-

stock, trade, labour, industry or commerce
or such other matters as he may deem

. necessary for ascertaining the demographiec,
. social or economic condition of the inhabijt-

ants of Sri Lanka.
. 8., To. . superintend -the takmg ot . ROY

_ census, there shall be appointed -an " officer

to be called " the Superintendent of Census”.
If an appointment to the office. of “the
Supermtendent of Census is not-miade “the
Director of Statistics appointed under the
Statistics Ordinance shall be deemed to be
the Supermtendent of Census and’ ﬂiﬂll
“exertise, ‘perform-: Eﬁ&“discharge all-~sitch
' powers, duties and functibns conferred or
imposed on or vested in the Superintendent
of"C'ensus‘b‘y this Ordinarice. ’,

"3 Se<:tmn 5 of ‘the principal enactment is “hereby
-amended by the repeal of subsections (3) and (4) of that
section, and the substitution therefor of the ﬁollowmg sub-

- gections ;-

3y The rules shall be pubhshed in two msues‘d the
"”Ga%bt‘te and shall come into efféct from the date’ 3? the
las‘l‘ of sur:h pu’bhcatmns and shall be Judlmally nuﬁcei

(4) Any person. comxmttmg any B;each of any such

1

(AL

rul-e shall on convmtwn be:fore a Mag;strate be liable

(, exceedmg one month or to.a ﬁne not exceeding one
«; thawsand rupees, or to both such imprisonment and

ﬁne ”
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Short title.

Replacement
of sections
2 and 3 of
Chapter 143,

Amendment
of section §
of the princi-
pal enactment



Replacement
of section &
of the princi-

enactment.

Replacement
of sections
8, 9 and

10 of the
principal
enactment,

Co
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4, Secnon 6 of the pnncxpal enactment is hereby repealed
and the following section substituted therefor :—

“ Government

Agent and
Mayor,
Chairman or
Special

Cammiss-

Municipal
uni
(:ouxmi.{:Nl
Urban_- .
Council or
Tovm :

to be om'-
missioners,

6. The Government Agent of an adminis-
trative -district shall be Commissioner of
Census for his district, and the Mayor,

‘Chairman or Special Commissioner, where
‘any local authority

is administered by a
Special Commissioner, of every Municipal
Council, Urban Council and Town Council
shall be Commissioner of Census for the local
area, of such Municipal Council, Urban
Council or Town Council ;

Provided that any other person may be
appointed as Commissioner for such district
or Municipal Council or Urban Council or
Town Council.

' 5. Sections 8, 9 and 10 of the principal enactment
are hereby repealed and the followmg sections substituted

therefor: —

“Engagment
af enumer-
ators,

: supemsora
- and chief

_ supervisors,

.Whoare

census
officers,

8" A Commissioner may in writing erigage
any person to be an enumerator, supervisor
or chief supervisor, as the case may be, to
take or aid in taking or supervise the taking
of the census within any specified local area
and may at any time discharge such person.

9. The Superintendent and every Deputy
Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent,
Comnussmner Assistant Commissioner, chief
supervisor, supervisor and enumerator

 referred to in the preceding provisions of this

Ordinance shall be a census officer within the
meaning of this Ordinance, and shall be
deemed a public officer within the meamng

- of the Penal Code.

10. Every person occupying any land,
building, house, enclosure, vessel, or other
place shall allow any census officer such
access thereto as he may require for the
purpose of the census, and as, having regard
to the customs of the country, may be teason-
able, and shall allow him to paint, mark, or
afﬁx on or to the property in the occupation
of such person such letters, marks, or
numbers as may be necessary for the
purposes of the census.’

e
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6. Section 13 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted therefor :— -

“Schedules

to be left

at dwelling
houses

or establish-
ments and
filled up by
the chief occu-
pier or person
in charge.

13. (1) Subject to such rules as the
Minister may make in this behalf, any census
officer may leave or cause to be left a
schedule in the form prescribed by the
Minister at any dwelling house or any estab-
lishment within the local area of such census
officer for the purpose of its being filled up
by the chief occupier or person in charge or
in his absence by any responsible member
of such house or establishment or of any
specified part thereof.

(2) Where any such schedule has been so0
left, the chief occupier of the house or
person in charge of the establishment or part
to which it relates shall fill it up or cause it to
be filled up to the best of his knowledge and
belief and sign his name thereto in. such
place if provided and when so required shall
deliver the schedule so filled up and signed
to the supervisor or enumerator appointed
for the local area within which the house
or establishment is situated or such other
person as the Commissioner may direct.”,

7. Section 14 of the principal enactment is amended by
the repeal of subsection (2) thereof and the substitution
therefor of the following subsection:—

% {2) The person to whom the schedule or schedules

- is or are delivered under subsection (1) shall cause the
schedule or schedules to be filled up with the particulars
reguired by that subsection, to the best of his knowiedge

" and belief, and shall sign his name thereto, in such%place
if provided and when so required shall delivey, the
schedule or schedules so filled up and signed to the
enumerator or supervisor appointed for that area, or to
such other person as the Commissioner for that area may

direct or in a manner directed by the Superintendent of
Census or Commissioner for that area. "."

Replacement
of edim .
13 of the
principal .
enactment.

Amendment
of section
14 of the
principal
enactment,



Replacement

of sectlon‘_
15 of the -
principal
enactment,

Replacement
of section

17 of the
principal
enactment.

———

3 Census (Amendment) Act, No. I6 of 1981

"8; “Section 15 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed . and  the following section substituted there-

for:—

“Enumera-
tion of -
uaval army
01'

forces

and voyagers,
gavellers

Ty

15. The Supermtendent of Census shall
obtain by such ways and means as shall
appear to him best adapted for the purpose
the information required by this Act or by
the rules made by the Mirister with respect

(a) any body of men belonging to the Sri
Lanka naval, army or air forces or
to any vessel of war; and

(b) all persons who during the time
appointed for taking any census
were travelling cr on shipboard, or
for any other reason were not abid-
ing in any house, of which account
is to be taken by the census officer
as aforesaid,

and shall include such information in the

abstract to be made by him as hereinafter
provided. ”,

9 _Section 17 of the principal enactment is hereby
repealed and the following section substituted therefor :—

“Duty of
employers
of labour
to make
returns.

17. (1) It shall be the duty of every

.employer or person in charge of five or more

employees on any mining or quartying pro-
perty, or in any factory, workshop or other
commercial or indusfrial establishment, to
make a declaration in the prescribed form to
the Superintendent of Census or the Commis-
sioner of the distriet within which such
mining or quarrying property. factory,
workshop or other commercial or industrial
esltablishment is situated, stating that he has

- under his:employ or in his charge upen such

mining or quarrying property, factory,
workshop or other commercial or industrial
establishment five or more employees. Such

" declaration shall be made within  fourteen

days of the publication, in the Gazetfe and in
one or more newspapers, of a notice by the
Superintendent of Census or the Commis-
sioner of the district or area calling for such
déclaration to be made."
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(2)- It shall be the duty of the Supetintéh-

dent of Census or every Commissioner, as the

case may be, to deliver or cause to be deliver-
ed, to every person making the declaration
required by subsection (1) a schedule or

~schedules in the preseribed form to be filled

up by such person with the required parti-
culars.

(3) Every person to whom any schedule ig
delivered under subsection (2) shall sign
and return to the person from whom he shall
receive the schedule such receipt therefor as
may be provided for that purpose, and shall
fill up the schedule or schedules, to the best
of his knowledge and belief, with the parti-
culars relating to all persons who are on the
mining or quarrying property, factory, work-
skop, or other commercial or industrial
establishment under his charge at the time
of the taking of the ‘census, and thall sign
his name thereto, and when so required
shall deliver the schedule or schedules so
filled up and signed to the enumerator or
supervisor appointed for the loecal area with-
in which the mining or quarrying property,
factory, workshop or other commercial or
industrial establishment is situated to such
other person as the Superintendent of Census
or the' Commissioner may . direct or in any
other manner directed by the Superinten-
dent of Census or the Commissioner. ”

10. Thé following new section is héreby inserted imme-
diately after section 20, and shall have effect as section 20a
of the principal enactment: —

“How infor-
mation
supplied
under .
this Ordin-
ance to be
publighed
&e.

20s. (1) Notwithstanding anything in sec-
tion 20 no publication prepared under this
Ordinance shall disclose or facilitate the
identification of any particulars as being
particulars relating to any individual person.

(2) Every person engaged in the collection
and preparation of statistics under this Ordi-.
nance shall make a declaration in the pres-
eribdd form that he will' not except for the
purpose of this Ordinance, disclose or make
use of any information supplied under this
Ordinance, ».

Insertion
of new
section
204 in the
princi

enactment.
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R'Plt“’:- 11, Section 21 of the principal enactment is hereby
2:'&03 repealed and the following section substituted therefor :—
21 of the

principal “Penglties. 21. (1) Any census officer or any other
ment. person employed by the Superintendent of

Census or a Commissioner of Census for the
" purposes of any census under this Ordinance,
~ who—

(a) without sufﬁclent cause, refuses or
neglects to comply with any instruc-
tions or directions given to him by
the Superintendent or Commissioner
or by any other census cfficer on
behalf of the Superintendent or
Commissioner or fails to use reason-
able diligence and care in performing
any duty imposed on him ; or

(b) wilfully puts an offensive or improper
question or knowingly makes any
false return; or

(c) asks, receives, or takes from any
person other than an authorized
officer or Government any payment
or reward,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall on
conviction before a Magistrate be liable to
imprisonment of either description for a term
not exceeding three months or to a fine not
exceeding five thousand rupees, or to both
such imprisonment and fine notwithstanding
that such fine is in excess of the ordmary
jurisdiction of such Magistrate.

(2) Any person who—

(o) refuses to answer to the best of his
knowledge and belief any .question
asked of him by a census officer
which he is legally bound so to
answer, or wilfully makes a false

‘ answer thereto or

- (b) refuses to fill the partxculars required
on the schedule delivered to him by
a census-officer which he is legally
bound to £11 ; or
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(c) makes, signs, delivers, or causes to be
made, signed, or delivered any wil-
fully false or incorrect schedule,
statement or return; or

{d) refuses to allow a census officer such
reasonable access to a land, building,
house, enclosure, vessel, or other
place as he is required by this
Ordinance to allow ; or

(e) removes, obliterates, alters, or injures,
- before the expiry of four weeks from
the time of the taking of census,
letters, marks, or numbers which

have been painted, marked or affixed

for the purposes of the census; or

(f) refuses or neglects to comply with any
provision of this Ordinance, or of
any rule made thereunder,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall on con-
viction before a Magistrate be liable to
imprisonment of either description for a
term not exceeding three months or to a
fine not exceeding five thousand rupees, or to
both such imprisonment and fine notwith-
standing that such fine is in excess of the
ordinary jurisdiction of such Magistrate.

(3) Any person who—

(a) knowingly acts in contravention of a
declaration made by him under
section 204 ; or

(b) being in possession of any information
which to his knowledge has been
disclosed in contravention of the
provisions of section 20a publishes or
communicates that information to
any other person,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall on
conviction before a Magistrate be liable to
imprisonment of either description for a
term not exceeding three months or to a fine
hot exceeding five thousand rupees, or to
both such imprisonment and fine notwith-
standing that such fine is in excess of the
ordinary jurisdiction of such Magistrate.”.
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