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SRI LANKA EXPORT DEVELOPMEN ACT, NO. 40 OF 1979 

Order under Section 14

BY virtue of the powers vested in me by Section 14 of the Sri Lanka Export Development Act, No. 40 of 1979, I, Sunil 
Handunneththi, Minister of Industry and Enterpreneurship Development, with the concurrence of the Minister of Finance, 
Planning and Economic Development, do by this Order delcare the rates of CESS levy, that shall be charged, levied and paid 
on all goods, classified under the HS Codes enumerated in Column II of the Schedule A hereto at;
	

a)	 the rates specified in Column IV in the Schedule A hereto, with effect from April 01, 2026 to March 31, 2027.

b)	 the rates specified in Column V in the Schedule A hereto, with effect from April 01, 2027 to March 31, 2028.

c)	 the rates specified in Column VI in the Schedule A hereto, with effect from April 01, 2028 to March 31, 2029 and,

d)	 the rates specified in Column VII in the Schedule A hereto, with effect from April 01, 2029. 

on the aggregate of a sum equivalent to their value for Customs Import Duty purposes at the time of importation, provided 
however that;
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	 i.	 Wherever more than one rate is specified in Column IV, V and VI of the Schedule A hereto, the rate that accures 
the highest amount of CESS levy shall apply unless specified otherwise.

	 ii.	 The CESS levy hereby imposed shall not apply to importation of goods for the purposes as specified in the Schedule 
in Annexure - I, which is an integral part of this order.

2.	 Goods described under the H.S. Codes in Column II of the Schedule B hereto, together with their corresponding entries 
shall be inserted in to the Schedule of the Extraordinary Gazette Notification No. 2365/50 dated 04.01.2024 (Published 
as per the provisions of the Sri Lanka - Singapore Free Trade Agreement) and the CESS Levy shall be charged, levied and 
paid on all such goods enumerated in the Column III of the Schedule B hererto at the rates specified in the corresponding 
entries in the Column IV in the same Schedule hereto.

3.	 Following orders made under Section 14 of the Sri Lanka Export Development Act, No. 40 of 1979 and published in;
	 i.	 the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2325/06 of March 28, 2023,
	 ii.	 the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2341/63 of July 21, 2023,
	 iii.	 Clause No. I of the Order published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2400/25 of September 05, 2024, and
	 iv.	 the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2478/04 of March 03, 2026

are hereby rescinded, effective from April 01, 2026 without prejudice to the actions performed thereunder.

	 Sunil Handunneththi,
	 Minister of Industries and Enterpreneurship Development.

Ministry of Industry and Enterpreneurship Development,
Colombo 03,
10th March, 2026.
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Annexure -I

	 (i)	 Ayurveda, Siddha, and Unani raw and prepared drugs and medicinal plants specified by Notification published in the 
Gazette by the Director General of Customs in consultation with the Secretary to the Ministry which is responsible 
for the subject of Ayurveda, and Ayurveda, Siddha, and Unani preparations (other than cosmetics preparations) 
imported, subject to recommendation of the Secretary in charge of the subject of Ayurveda, and Ayurveda, Siddha, 
and Unani preparations.

	 (ii)	 Any product or preparation registered as a drug or device under the National Medicines Regulatory Authority Act, 
No. 5 of 2015. 

	 (iii)	 Raw material, intermediate goods, parts, and accessories to be used for the manufacture of fashion jewelry and 
containers for packing imported on the recommendation of the Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the subject 
of Industries. 

	 (iv)	 Goods for any specified project referred to in paragraph (c) (v) (A) of PART III of the First Schedule to the Value 
Added Tax Act, No. 14 of 2002, as identified by the Minister in charge of the subject of Finance, taking into con-
sideration the economic benefit to the country, on which the tax is borne by the Government.

	 (v)	 Following equipment, accessories, and parts thereof, for use in agriculture and related activities, imported on the 
recommendation of the Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the subject of Agriculture, subject to the approval of 
the Director General of Customs; 

		  Weather stations, greenhouses, poly-tunnels, sprinkler/misting systems, drip irrigation systems, fertigation systems, 
hydroponic systems, mulch films, pond liners, and shade for netting. 

	 (vi)	 Multi-layered packing material consisting of laminates of papers, polyethylene film, and aluminum foil, or of poly-
ethylene and ethylene vinyl alcohol polymer used for the packing of liquid milk, vegetable juice, and fruit juice, 
imported on the recommendation of the Secretary of the Ministry in charge of the subject of Industries, subject to 
the approval of the Director General of Customs. 

	 (vii)	 Import of samples in relation to business worth not more than Rs. 60,000/= subject to such terms and conditions 
as prescribed by the Director General of Customs. 

	 (viii)	 Multi-layered sheets of polyethylene and polyvinyl alcohol where polyvinyl alcohol sheet is laminated between two 
polyethylene sheets, of a thickness exceeding 275 microns, whether or not printed, for the manufacture of tubes 
for packaging of tooth-pastes, cosmetics, etc., imported on the recommendation of the Secretary to the Ministry 
in charge of the subject of Industries, subject to the approval of the Director General of Customs. 

	 (ix)	 High-density polyethylene sheets, of a thickness exceeding 0.5 mm and a width not less than 4.0 m, in role form, 
for aquaculture ponds lining, imported on the recommendation of the Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the 
subject of Fisheries, subject to the approval of the Director General of Customs. 

	 (x)	 Unbranded new tyre casings without any markings, imported by a branded tyre manufacturer for local value addition 
process on the recommendation of the Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the subject of Industries and subject 
to the approval of the Director General of Customs. 

	 (xi)	 Bars and rods, not further worked, that hot rolled, hot drawn or extruded, imported on the recommendation of the 
Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the subject of Industries, by a local leaf spring manufacturer, subject to the 
approval of the Director General of Customs. 
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	 (xii)	 Linear low-density Polyethylene, imported by a Silage Manufacture to supply silage to the local livestock farmers 
on the recommendation of the Department of Animal Production and Health subject to the approval of the Director 
General of Customs. 

	 (xiii)	 Any machinery, equipment, accessory, and raw materials or intermediate materials, to be used for manufacturing 
of biodegradable packaging products by manufacturers of such products, registered under the Ministry in charge 
of the subject of Industries, on the recommendation of Secretary to the Ministry in charge of the subject of Envi-
ronment and subject to the approval of Director General of Customs. 

	 (xiv)	 Raw materials, components, and parts imported by export-oriented enterprises which have entered into an Agree-
ment with the Board of Investment of Sri Lanka under Section 17 of the Board of Investment Law, No. 4 of 1978, 
for the purpose of processing and re-export or to be used for the manufacture of goods for exports. 

	 (xv)	 Any furniture, classified under the HS Heading 94.03 imported by any tourism enterprise, which has entered into 
an Agreement with the Board of Investment of Sri Lanka established under Board of Investment Law No. 4 of 
1978 and registered with the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority, established under the Tourism Act, No. 
38 of 2005. 

	 (xvi)	 Any goods imported by any enterprise, which invests US $ 50 million or above on a project on or after March 06, 
2019, during the project implementation or construction period of the said project but prior to commencement of 
commercial operations. 

	 (xvii)	 Any goods imported by any enterprise, which invests in a project to establish climate controlled warehouse fa-
cility / cold chain logistics infrastructure facility, subject to the approval of lists of goods, as classified under the 
Harmonized System of Commodity Classification (08 Digit basis) by the Secretary to the Ministry of Finance 
on the recommendation of the Food Commissioner of the Food Commissioner’s Department during the project 
implementation or construction period of the said project but prior to commencement of commercial operations. 

	 (xviii)	 Importation of essential goods, to be received from any foreign states (Governments), organizations including busi-
ness entities, volunteer associations, and well-wishers by any government entities, government-approved entities, 
and entities working on relief activities in direct collaboration with any government entities as aid/donations to 
provide relief measures or facilitate the continuation of essential public services subject to;

	 a.	 Recommendation of the Secretary (Chief Accounting Officer), Ministry in Charge of donation recipient government 
entity or government approved entity or the directly collaborating government entity with the donation and relief 
measures, where; (i) The Secretary shall provide recommendation for exemption of CESS only after his satisfac-
tion on the purpose and target beneficiaries of the donation; and (ii) Such donated goods shall be consigned to the 
Secretary (Chief Accounting Officer), who issued the letter of Recommendation referred above; case by case basis;

	 b.	 All donations shall be approved by the Director General, Sri Lanka Customs upon receipt of the recommendation 
referred to in (a) above;

	 c.	 The Secretary (Chief Accounting Officer), referred to in (a) above is responsible and accountable for goods, received 
as aid/ donations under this procedure until such goods are delivered or distributed for the intended purpose(s) and 
beneficiaries free of charge; and,

	 d.	 Any goods received as aid/ donations under this procedure shall not be sold, transferred or disposed or utilized for 
purposes other than the purpose stated above without prior approval of the Secretary to the Treasury. In the case 
of any violation of this procedure, the action shall be taken by the Director General, Sri Lanka Customs under the 
provisions of the Customs Ordinance to recover the applicable taxes.
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	 (xix)	 Importation of raw materials or intermediate goods, classified under the HS Codes 3920.10.90 (Other - Polyethylene 
Film (w)), 3926.90.99 (Other - Polypropylene Film), and 4811.59.10 (Silicone Coated) by domestic manufacturers 
of sanitary napkins on recommendation of the Secretary, Ministry in charge of subject of Industries and approval 
of the Director General of Customs.

	 (xx)	 Importation of raw materials and packing materials by approved pharmaceutical manufacturers for their direct usage 
on the recommendation of the Secretary, Ministry in charge of the subject of Health and approval of the Director 
General, Sri Lanka Customs.

	 (xxi)	 Importation of Water based homopolymers, and copolymers, classified under the HS Code of 3903.90.10 and in 
aqueous dispersion or solution, classified under the HS Code of 3906.90.10 by the registered printing ink manu-
facturers as raw materials for the purpose of manufacturing of printing ink on recommendation of the Secretary, 
Ministry in charge of the subject of Industries, and approval of the Director General, Sri Lanka Customs.
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