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PART I : SECTION (I) — GENERAL

Government Notifications

L. D.-B 24/51(VIDA
MOTOR TRAFFIC ACT (CHAPTER 203)

REGULATIONS made by the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development under Section 237 of the Motor Traffic Act
(Chapter 203) read with section 202 of that Act.

BiMAL NIROSHAN RATNAYAKE,
Minister of Transport, Highways and

Urban Development.

Colombo,
11th May, 2026.

Regulations

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Motor Traffic (Examination) Regulations, No. 03 of 2026 and shall come
into operation on 30 th June 2026.

2. (1) Upon the coming into operation of these regulations, a certificate in the form set out in schedule I, confirming
the suitability of the vehicles referred to in this paragraph for use on a road, issued after a physical examination
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of the relevant vehicle by a certifying officer appointed by the Commissioner General of Motor Traffic, shall be
obtained, in respect of every motor coach, light motor coach or van registered under a dual-purpose class and
engaged in —

(a) passenger transport services, school transport service, office transport service, or special tours, regulated
by the National Transport Commission or by a Provincial Road Passenger Transport Authority;

(b) passenger transport services, school transport services or special tours regulated by the Sri Lanka Trans-
port Board; and

(c) special tours carried out on a hiring basis.
A certificate issued under these regulations shall be valid —

(a) until the date on which the vehicle has travelled a distance of five thousand kilometers from the odometer
reading recorded at the time of the issue of such certificate; or

(b) until the expiration of a period of three months from the date of such issue, whichever occurs first.

Upon the cessation of the validity of the certificate under sub-regulation (2), the vehicle shall be re-examined
and a new certificate shall be obtained in respect of that vehicle.

Any person who intends to carry out the examination and certification of motor vehicles shall-
(a) possess an NVQ Level IV qualification or an equivalent qualification in Automobile Mechanics; and

(b) obtain approval from the Commissioner-General of Motor Traffic by applying through an institution or
garage authorized to conduct such examinations.

The Commissioner-General of Motor Traffic shall, upon being satisfied that the person meets the requirements
specified in sub regulation (1), appoint such person by issuing a letter of appointment, subject to such conditions
as may be specified therein.

4. For the purpose of carrying out the examination of a motor coach, a light motor coach or a van registered under a
dual-purpose class referred to in regulation 2, the necessary facilities shall be provided —

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)
(e)

at points of commencement of passenger bus services;

at destinations;

at all multimodal transport centers;

at all depots belonging to the Sri Lanka Transport Board; and

at garages registered with the Department of Motor Traffic,

for the purpose of carrying out its functions.

5. The examination of a vehicle referred to in regulation 2 shall be carried out using the checklist set out in schedule II.

6. (1)

The certificate referred to in regulation 2, shall be made in duplicate, of which-

(a) one copy shall be retained by the driver of the vehicle referred to in regulation 2; and
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(b) the second copy shall be retained by the certifying officer.

(2) Every driver of a vehicle referred to in regulation 2 shall, at all times while such vehicle is in operation, keep in
his possession the certificate referred to in regulation 2 and produce such certificate for inspection when required
by an authorized officer.

7.  For the purposes of these regulations-

“National Transport Commission” means the National Transport Commission established under the National
Transport Commission Act, No. 37 of 1991,

“Provincial Road Passenger Transport Authority” means the authority established for a province under the
relevant Provincial statute relating to road passenger transport and includes any successor body or

any officer or agency lawfully authorized to exercise or perform the powers, duties and functions
of such Authority in respect of road passenger transport services within that Province;

“Sri Lanka Transport Board” means the Sri Lanka Transport Board established under the Sri Lanka Transport
Board Act, No.27 of 2005.

SCHEDULE 1
(Regulation 2)
CERTIFICATION OF INSPECTION OF MOTOR VEHICLE

Issued under the Motor Traffic (Examination) Regulations

Vehicle Particulars

1. Registration Number: ............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineienns
Chassis NUMDET: .......o.oiiiiiiiiiii e
Engine Number: ...

Make / Model: ...

Vehicle Class/ TYPe: ...vvvieiiiiiiei e,

2
3
4
5. Year of Manufacture: .............ccocoiiiiiiiiiiii
6
7. Seating/ Load capacity: ..........cooviiiiriiiiiiiiiiiiiieann.
8

OdOMETET & o .ui e
9. Owner’s Name & Address: .........cooviiiniiiiiiiiiiiiann..
Vehicle Inspection Result Details

= - Arunning test has been carried out for the vehicle and the certificate has been issued

- Running approved
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= - Arunning test has been carried out for the vehicle and the certificate has been withheld

- Running not approved

Defects/ Remarks (if any):

Certification
Signature of certifying officer: .............coooviiiiiiiiiii
Official Seal: ..o e

Date and time of 1SSUE: ....viiieiii i

SCHEDULE II

(Regulation 5)

MINIMUM PRE-OPERATION CHEKLIST FOR PASSENGER TRANSPORT VEHICLES

(This checklist is intended to verify that Passenger Transport Vehicles are legally compliant, safe and fit for
operation prior to use)

CATEGORY 1 - DOCUMENT VERIFICATION

Inspection Check item RequiredStandard Status (V/X)

Documents | Driver’s license, PT license Available, valid and notexpired

Vehicle Permit, revenue license, insurance, road- | Available, valid and notexpired
worthiness certificate

Previous day defectsreport All critical defects rectified

CATEGORY 2 - VISUAL INSPECTION (Vehicle Stationary, Engine OFF)

Rating Scale is applicable to all items in Category 2 and 3

Score Description
1 Very Poor — Unsafe, immediate corrective action required
2 Poor — Major defects observed, corrective action required

3 Satisfactory — Minor issues, vehicle usable
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4 Good — Fully functional, no defects, vehicle usable
5 Very Good — Excellent condition, vehicle usable
Inspection Check item Recommended Status (rating)
standard 7 P 3 4 5
Exterior Visible body damages affecting safety or | Clean, secure, free
condition operation from damages
loose components (footboard, guard, rail Securely fixed,no
etc.) looseness
Fluid leaks (engine, Gear, differential oil, | No visible leaks
hub grease/ oil, hydraulic/ air suspension,
shocks)
Side mirrors No cracks, properly
adjustable
Windows, windscreen, and wipers Clear visibility, no cracks,
wiper blades serviceable
Exterior Aftermarket Modifications Compliant withapproved
authorization
Tllfesl& Tire pressure As permanufacture-
wheels specified pressure
Tread depth Not below TWI — Tread
wear indicator, No Uneven
wear
Sidewalls No cuts, bulges, exposed
cords
Wheel nuts All present, tight, no rust
streaks
Spare tire, Wheel brace/ jack Present and serviceable
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Inspection Check item Recommended standard Status (rating)

1 2 3 4

Interior Passenger Seats Clean, secure, no sharp edges
condition
Driver seats Freely adjustable & securely
fixed
HVAC/ ventilation (if applicable) Performing as per

manufacture specification/
when unloaded temperature
at seat level <20° C

safety Handrails, grab bars, floor board Clean, secure no trip hazards

Fire extinguisher Charged, gauge in green
zone, not expired, accessible

Interior Aftermarket Modifications Compliant withapproved
authorization

Emergency exits/ Emergency Present andfunctional

hammers (if fitted)

Safety belts No fraying, havingbuckle
lock

Wheelchair lift/ ramp (if fitted) Smooth operation,no
abnormal movements

Gangways and exit routes Clear and no obstructions

Interior hazards Interior free from sharp

edges and looseobjects

CATEGORY 3-TEST RUN INSPECTION (ENGINE ON & DURING SHORT DRIVE)

Inspection Check item Recommended standard Status (rating)
1 2 3 4
Driver’s Dashboard warning indicators No active unsolved warning
Control indicators
Steering & Steering free play Within manufacture-
Suspension specified limit
Power steering function atrest Smooth, no abnormal noise
Steering response at low speed Smooth and responsive
Suspension springs, air balloons, Stable, no sagging, no
shock absorbers excessive bouncing
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Inspection Check item Recommended standard Status (rating)
2 3 4 5
Brakes Service (Pedal) brake Pedal firm, no excessive free
play
Parking brake Holds vehicle on slope
Sudden Fail-safe, exhaust brake (if Operating correctly
fitted)
Air brake system (if applicable) Gauge pressure within safe
range, acceptable cutoff time
Transmission | Clutch, gearshift Smooth operation,no
grinding
Engine Exhaust smoke or noise No excessive smoke or
performance abnormal noise during snap
acceleration
Electrical Battery and starter motor Smooth crank starting
Systems
Headlamps (low, high beam) illuminating
Brake lights, tail lights, Turn illuminating
indicators, hazard lights, reverse
lights, warning buzzer
Horn, Reverse buzzer Functional and single tone
Interior cabin and step lights illuminating
functioning
EOG 05-0200
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