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This Gazette Extraordinary can be downloaded from www.documents.gov.lk

Government Notifi cations
CALLING APPLICATIONS FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDENT'S COUNSEL - 2026

Applications are called for the selection of eligible persons for appointment as President’s Counsel, in terms of the Article 
33 (e) of the Constitution of Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. Sri Lankan citizens who fulfi ll the following 
qualifi cations as at 31.07.2026 shall apply, as per the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2255/24 dated November 24, 2021 and the 
revised guidelines published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2498/76 dated July 24, 2026.

01. i. Is an Attorney-at-Law of the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka;

 ii.   Has reached eminence in the legal profession and maintained high standard of conduct and professional rectitude;

 iii.   Has :-

(a)  actively contributed by advocacy in any Courts of Sri Lanka;
                                               or 
(b)  made an active contribution by way of advocacy to the development of the law;  
                          or
(c)  made a signifi cant and an outstanding contribution as a subject specialist in law at senior level, either 

in the public sector or in an internationally recognized institution either in Sri Lanka or abroad and 
brought repute or honour to Sri Lanka;

 iv.  Has been of good character and repute;

 v.  Has not acted in violation of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka;
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 vi. Has not been engaged in any act or deed that has undermined or compromised the rule of Law or the 
 Independence of the Judiciary;

vii. Has not at any time been subject to any disciplinary order made against him/her by the Supreme Court or the  
Bar Association of Sri Lanka and/or has not been found to be liable for professional misconduct or misdeed by 
a Court of competent jurisdiction, has not been convicted of the off ence of Contempt of Court or has not been 
found guilty  by a competent Court either in or outside Sri Lanka, save and except any minor off ence such as 
an off ence under the Motor Traffi  c Act, and is not bankrupt;

viii. Has been registered with the Department of Inland Revenue as a tax payer for a minimum period of fi ve years, 
prior to the submission by him/her of the application seeking appointment as a President’s Counsel;

02. Have authored books or publications on law and/or the legal system, having presented papers at international or 
national legal forums, having done further studies in law in national or international institutions of repute, having 
achieved academic qualifi cations, having lectured on law in recognized higher education institutions of repute, having 
up-to-date legal knowledge on new areas of law, and /or having trained several juniors who are contributing to the 
profession in a meaningful manner, will be considered as added merits in the process of consideration to be appointed 
as President’s Counsel. 

03. The applicant shall be acted as an Attorney-at-Law of the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka, for a minimum period of 
twenty (20) years.

04. Continuous engagement as a Notary Public shall be considered a disqualifi cation while canvassing by an applicant, 
either directly or indirectly, in person or through a third party, referred to the application or to the appointment of 
President’s Counsel will be considered a disqualifi cation.

05. If any applicant by his/her application has furnished false information or submitted forged documents or suppressed 
information, the said application will if so facto be rejected.

The written applications duly completed as per the format provided herewith, along with the certifi ed copies of the 
relevant documents, shall be sent by Registered Post addressed to Secretary to the President, Presidential Secretariat,
Colombo 01”, so as to reach on or before August 31, 2026. The words “Appointment of President’s Counsel – 2026” 
shall be clearly written on the top left corner of the envelope containing the application.
 
Applications may also be downloaded via www.presidentsoffi  ce.gov.lk

     
 Dr. N.S. Kumanayake,
 Secretary to the President.
Presidential Secretariat,
Colombo 01.
July 24, 2026
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Specimen Application 

APPOINTMENT OF PRESIDENT’S COUNSEL - 2026

01.    i. Name in Full:- 
    ii. Name in Full (English Block Letters) :-

02.  Date of  Birth:-               
                          
03.  National Identity Card No.:-

04.    i. Permanent Address :-
    ii. E-mail Address       :-

05. Telephone No.:- 
 
                 i. Mobile  :-
                 ii. Landline:-
                                  
06. Whether a Sri Lankan Citizen or not   :-

07. Educational Qualifi cations:-

Qualifi cation Institution Year Obtained

  
08. Professional Qualifi cations   :-

 i. Date of sworn as an Attorney-at-Law of the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka :-
 ii. Details of the Courts that the applicant has served in the lawyer profession:-

Name of court Judical Zone Duration

 
 i. Other Professional Qualifi cations:-

Qualifi cation Institution Year Obtained

  
09. If registered as a member of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka, provide the details:-

 i. Registration Number:-
 ii. Branch   :-  
 iii. District   :-
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10. i. If a Notary Licence has been obtained, the Licence No.  :-
 ii. If the applicant has performed/is performing as a Notary, furnish details thereof, including the duration:-
      
11. Whether the applicant has registered with the Department of Inland Revenue as a Tax Payer, for the past fi ve (05)  
 years:-              Yes                      No 

 If registered,

      i. Registered No.:-
      ii. Whether tax has been paid or not:-

12. Additional Qualifi cations:-

If the additional qualifi cations indicated under paragraph 02 of the Notifi cation calling for applications for the 
appointment of President's Counsel have been fulfi lled by the applicant, the details of such additional qualifi cation 
shall be furnished separately below. 
....................................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................................

13. Other Qualifi cations:-

Apart from the above qualifi cations, state other qualifi cations, if any that can be considered for the appointment of 
President’s Counsel, below.

...................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................................

14. Details of two Non-Related Referees from whom information may be obtained:-

 01. Name   :-                                             02. Name   :-
                   Designation / Profession   :-                            Designation / Profession   :-
                   Telephone Number:-                                        Telephone Number:-
                   E-mail Address:-                                              E-mail Address:-

15. I, ............................... (Name)........................................., do hereby affi  rm and declare that I have not contravened the 
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, have not engaged in any act of damage or breach to 
the Rule of law  or the Independence of the Judiciary , have not at any time been subject to any disciplinary order 
made by the Supreme Court or the Bar Association of Sri Lanka or have not been found to be liable for professional 
misconduct or misdeed by a Court of competent jurisdiction, have not been convicted of the off ence of contempt 
of Court or have not been found guilty by a competent Court either in or outside Sri Lanka, save and except any 
minor off ence such as an off ence under the Motor Traffi  c Act, that I am not bankrupt, have at all times been of good 
character and repute, and that the information stated above is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and 
belief and I have not furnished false information or suppressed any factual information.

 Date   :-                                                                             Signature  :-


